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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BALDWIN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 23, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TAMMY
BALDWIN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER
Rabbi Akiva Males, Kesher Israel
Congregation, Harrisburg, Pennsyl-

vania, offered the following prayer:

Merciful Father in heaven, as a new
day begins in this great Chamber, we
thank You for the many blessings You
have bestowed upon us.

Please strengthen these Representa-
tives of the United States of America
to act with justice, to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with You.

Endow them with wisdom, under-
standing, and courage, as they address
the diverse needs of the citizens of our
great country.

Bless these Representatives with the
patience and spirit of cooperation
needed to solve the many challenges
they face.

Grant to these hardworking men and
women of the House of Representatives
the wisdom and understanding needed
to lead the United States of America
with righteousness and integrity so
that our great country will continue to
be a beacon of light and inspiration
unto the world.

May this be Your will, and let us all
say, Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
WELCOMING RABBI AKIVA MALES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. HOLDEN) is recognized for
1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and thank Rabbi
Akiva Males for providing today’s
prayer and blessing for both the House
and for our country.

Rabbi Males is a native of Cleveland,
Ohio, which he left to pursue his
ordainment by attending rabbinical
schools in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Jeru-
salem, Israel; and Queens, New York.
He was eventually ordained as a rabbi
by the Rabbinical Seminary of Amer-
ica in Queens, New York.

Rabbi Males is a member of the Rab-
binical Council of America. He and his
wife Lynn reside in Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, located in my congressional
district. He is now assisting Rabbi Dr.
Chaim Schertz at Kesher Israel Con-
gregation, a synagogue comprised of
close to 200 members that has been an
enhancing force in Harrisburg for over
100 years.

Rabbi Males is a pillar of faith, serv-
ice, and commitment in the Harrisburg
community, and I welcome him and his
family to our Nation’s Capital.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in observance of a National Day
of Silence, and in strong support of
House Concurrent Resolution 328.

This Friday marks the 12th National
Day of Silence, a day in which students
remain silent for a day to highlight the
discrimination some of their peers en-
dure when they speak out about their
sexual orientation and their personal
gender identity.

Though the United States has made
great progress toward ensuring civil
rights for all of its citizens, lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender individ-
uals still face persecution, often vio-
lent, from teachers, school officials,
and their classmates in our schools.

This year the National Day of Si-
lence will be held in memory of Law-
rence King, an 8th-grade student in
California who was shot and Kkilled by
one of his classmates because of his
sexual orientation.

Our country was founded on the ideal
of equality for all, with the self-evident
right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. We must always be mindful
that our Nation’s history is a chronicle
of the blending of many formerly sepa-
rate cultures and languages, ideas and
lifestyles, into one American identity
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